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USC budgets $3.4 million for new faculty
Replenishment program hopes
to increase qualified professors
Ryan Quinn

RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC plans to provide up to $3.4 million
in annual salary dollars for 27 new faculty
members, addressing what it calls a campuswide shortage in qualified faculty.
According to the Office of the Provost’s
w e b s it e , t he ap t l y n a m e d Fa c u lt y
Replenishment Hiring initiative will
provide salary funding of up to $150,000
each for 15 senior faculty hires at USC. It
will also provide up to $300,000 per cluster

for four inter- or intra-disciplinary clusters
of three faculty members each, one senior
and two junior.
USC spokeswoman Margaret Lamb said
the program’s funding comes from tuition
and state appropriations.
Accord i ng to a st ate-requ ired
accountabilit y report available on the
University’s website, 90.6 percent of fulltime faculty had terminal degrees in their
primary teaching areas during the 20052006 school year. Four years later, that
number dropped to 79.9 percent.
“The drop in 2006-07 and in 2007-08
reflects the difficulty the University has
in replacing retiring faculty with qualified

new members of our community,” the
report states.
“Over the last several years we have lost
faculty, and we have not hired at the normal
rate because of the budget cuts,” said Senior
Vice Provost Christine Curtis. “When the
provost went around to all the departments
last year, it was very obvious that we have
a number of departments that only have
junior faculty or assistant professors or
associate professors. Some departments
have none; others have one or just a very
few.”
Curtis pointed to the Teacher and
Employee Retention Incentive Program as
the reason so many faculty members have

left.
According to the South Carolina Budget
and Control Board website, the TERI
program allows state employees to retire
but continue working for five years while
receiving retirement benefits on a deferred
basis. After the five years are up, they
receive their money but must terminate
their employment. Curtis said the program
was designed to help public schools retain
teachers, but it applied to university faculty
as well.
While Curtis described TERI as a “good
program,” she said many took advantage
HIRING ● 2

USC gives
leftovers
to veterans
Student initiative
eliminates waste
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Jeremy Duncan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Phi Mu poised to join Greek Village
In first shift since 2002, chapter
will replace Pi Kappa Alpha
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC and Phi Mu officials said Monday
the organization will move into the Greek
Village after this semester, taking over the
house currently occupied by Pi Kappa Alpha
Fraternity.
The move marks the Greek Village’s first
housing change since it opened in 2002.
Phi Mu’s replacement came after Three
Undergraduates Inc., an outside entity that
subleases the two-story house at 6 Fraternity
Circle, chose not to renew a 3-year lease with
the fraternity.Three Undergraduates instead
signed a letter of intent with Phi Mu.
The contract bet ween Three
Undergraduates and Pi Kappa Alpha concludes
at the end of the spring semester, said Anna

Edwards, director of Student Services at USC.
The house is the sole one in the Greek
Village not owned by the organization that
inhabits it, Edwards said, as the 36-bed house
was built for Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, but
the organization didn’t have enough interest
to occupy it. Phi Mu colonized at USC in 2009
and has been in discussions with university
administrators concerning a possible house
since, the sorority said in a release. Phi Mu
President Brittany Walls referred all comment
to national headquarters, which couldn’t be
reached late Monday.
“Pursuant to University policy, and as
required under the lease, TUI has received
the University’s approval of its decision not to
renew the current lease,” the corporation said
in a release.
James Means, a spokesman for Three
Undergraduates, said terms of the lease with
Phi Mu weren’t finalized yet. He declined to
say why the corporation chose to not renew

the lease with Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity.
Pi Kappa Alpha President Will Caldes said
the fraternity is examining the legality of the
lease’s termination. Caldes said he was told the
situation late Friday afternoon and criticized
Edwards and Jerry Brewer, USC’s associate
vice president for Student Affairs, for being
“pretty slack on communication.”
“We want to make sure we’re not getting
the short end of the stick,” Caldes said.
Caldes, a third-year management science
student, said Pi Kappa Alpha was strong
enough without a house.
“The house doesn’t make the fraternity,”
Caldes said. “The fraternity makes the house.
Obviously, it’s nice to have a house, and the
news is frustrating to hear. But it’s not going
to change the way we do business.”

Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

CHEMICAL SCARE
CLEARS COKER
Due to a possible chemical spill,
the Coker Life Sciences building was
eva c u a te d M o n d ay eve n i n g . T h e
Columbia Fire Department was called
in response to reports of strange odors
emanating from the building and ordered
the building be cleared. Students were
still able to enter Coker through the Jones
Physical Science Center, which is part of
the same complex.
Stephen Timko, a third-year marine
science and chemistry student, said he
was sitting among 20 others in a meeting
for a marine science club called Students
Engaged in Aquatic Sciences when
police knocked on the door and told them
to leave. The building was later deemed
safe.
Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Tuesday
51°
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Nick Cannon

Wanna Fanta?

All new website

44°

The comedian
performed inside
a packed Russell
House Monday
evening.

The Daily Gamecock
recently launched a
sleek new, interactive
website. Check it out.

33°

Michelle Fantone
argues that the princess phase little girls
go through is not
detrimental to their
development.

See page 5

See page 4

Wednesday
51°

— Compiled by Ryan Quinn, News Editor

At 1:45 p.m., Honors
College Assistant Dining
Manager Linda Trezoglon
and her kitchen staff begin
pack ing up t he uneaten
breakfast, lunch and dinner
remains from the previous
36 hours.
A n hour later, several
trays of leftovers are ready
to be wheeled out to a white
van parked on the sidewalk.
Last year, this food would
have been thrown away, but
this week, it will find its way
to the dinner table once
again for the 20 residents
at Alston Wilkes Veterans
Home.
Th is redist ribut ion
of le f t o v e r s w a s m a d e
possible by a student-led
prog ra m ca l led Second
Servings, which began at
the Honors Residence in
October thanks to firstyear international business
student Chase Mizzell.
Three weeks into his first
semester, after participating
i n t he Honor s Col lege
Drop Everything and Lead
(DEAL) program, Mizzell
decided to start Second
Servings as an awareness
project to solve the problem
of food waste at USC’s
dining halls.
“It’s easy for [food waste]
to be looked over for some
amount of time,” Mizzell
said. “In respect to how
much food is served daily,
it’s a small amount, but
if you start looking at it
monthly, or even weekly, it’s
enough that it could make
a big difference for a home
that needs it.”
A fter bringing his
prop o s a l to Trez oglon
and Russell House
Operations Director Mike
G w i a z d ow s k i , M i z z e l l
began seeking shelters that
were willing to participate
i n t he prog r a m . Si nc e
part nering wit h Second
S e r v i n g s i n O c t o b e r,
volunteers, workers and
even residents from Alston
Wilkes Veterans home have
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of it.
“We lost a number of senior faculty
because of that program, and they would
have retired anyway, but they all started
to in a fairly short period,” Curtis said.
Ac adem ic u n it s — t he ter m t he
initiative uses for academic programs,
departments or non-departmentalized
schools or colleges — submitted their
proposals for new faculty hires to the
Provost’s Of f ice. The due date for
proposals was Jan. 14; the winners will be
announced Feb. 15.
Curtis didn’t know the exact number of
proposals submitted but said she expected
a “tremendous response” from all units of
the University.
“A l mo st a l l of ou r depa r t ment s
participated; some departments sent in
more than one request,” said Steve Lynn,
senior associate dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences. “We had a hiring
freeze, and we’ve had terrible budget
cuts. We’re probably are a little behind
on hiring.”
I n re s p on s e to t he d rop i n t he

percentage of facult y with terminal
degrees, Lynn replied, “That’s why they
call it a replenishment, huh?”
Greg Niehaus, associate dean of the
Darla Moore School of Business, said five
out of seven departments there submitted
proposals.
“We have a faculty shortage given the
number of students we’re serving,” he
said.
When asked about the cost of the new
hires, Curtis described it as an “investment
in the future,” saying faculty members are
necessary to maintain the University’s
past 10 to 15 years of progress.
“W hen you think about the total
budget of the University, it’s not a very
large percentage,” Curtis said. “ ... If you
look at our budget model, you will see that
tuition is our biggest driver in terms of
funding. Students are paying the tuition
dollars. It’s very important that we have a
very strong undergraduate and graduate
program for our students. The faculty are
the core of that program.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Honors Residence, Bates House and Gibbes Court Bistro participate in Second Servings.
He smiled and added,
“A nd t he g uys su re are
happy that they’re not eating
my cooking all the time.”
M i z z e l l s a id S e c o nd
Servings was able to start
up quickly because of the
enthusiastic support from
S o d e xo m a n a g e r s w ho
were glad to get rid of food
waste. Trezoglon said she
was thrilled that this type of
program was finally able to
become a reality.
“ T h i s i s helpi ng t he
folks at the home, and at

DINING ● Continued from 1
picked up leftovers from the
Honors College dining hall
every Monday, Wednesday
a nd Fr id a y a f t e r no o n ,
collecting about 40 meals
worth of food with each
visit.
“Food is good for the soul.
It benefits the house itself
because it cuts way back on
our food expenses,” Alston
Wilkes Resident Manager
and A rmy veteran James
Vaughn said.

the same time, it’s helping
us,” Trezoglon said. “We
wou ld n’t wa nt to t rash
all that leftover food, but
Sodexo’s st a nda rd s say
we can’t reser ve it, and
employees aren’t allowed to
take any of it with us. Our
mission is to serve students
at the Universit y – what
better way than to also give
back to t he com mu nit y
while saving leftovers?”
G ibb e s C ou r t Bi st ro
and Bates House are also
now getting involved with
Second Ser v i ng s. Bot h
dining halls have partnered
w it h Colu mbia yout h
shelters run by Lutheran
Family Services.
Volu nt e er s f rom t he
youth homes began picking
up leftovers from Gibbes
Fr iday, a nd t hey bega n
collecting from Bates this
week, according to unit
Managers Mike Griffin and
Jim Jones. Gwiazdowsk i
said his goal is to expand the
program one dining unit at
a time so each dining unit
will have a different shelter.
“It’s neat because it builds
a relationship between the
actual shelter and the people
who work in the building,
so they get to know each
other.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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undergraduate exchange within the
United States, Canada, Guam,
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In new professors,
we want the best
USC is spending money again — this time on
new faculty members so desperately needed.
With $3.4 million set aside, the University is
in the process of a facult y replenishment plan,
hopefully hiring 27 new employees by Feb. 15.
A s st udent s w it h a hu nger for a somewhat
enriching education, we feel this is an exciting step
for the University to take. And with the increasing
number of students being accepted by USC, it
only makes sense USC hires more professors to
accommodate the extra students.
But we also have a couple of expectations for the
University during this recruitment process.
First, we don’t just want more professors — we
want good professors. And by good professors, we
mean professors wit h
“We don’t just want top degrees who also
teach well.
more professors I n t he 20 05 school
year, 90.6 percent of the
— we want good professors at USC had
terminal degrees, the
professors.” highest degrees in their
f ield s . But b y 20 0 9,
only 79.9 percent had
terminal degrees, a drop of more than 10 percent in
just four years.
If USC is going to pay $150,000 a year per senior
faculty member, it needs to be selective.
We want the best. For that amount, we deserve it.
Second, we would rather not have our tuitions
hiked again in order for the University to pay for
27 new facult y members. Our educational gain
is a priority, but if USC is resourceful enough, it
can hire better quality professors without digging
deeper into our pockets.
As the deadline approaches, we eagerly await the
arrival of our new instructors. Hopefully, we won’t
be disappointed by how the money is spent this
time around.

WANNA FANTA?

‘Princess phase’ poses no harm
Parental guidance, not dolls, most
influential role on child development
I just finished reading an article entitled
“What’s Wrong with Cinderella?” in The
New York Times.
This article addresses whether the
“princess phase” young girls go through
is harmful to body and gender image.
It discusses whether the girly-princess
phenomenon encourages girls to be
overly concerned with appearances and
increases their sexuality. As I once heard
a friend use the term, does it produce
“sexy kids”? Are girls who
obsess over princesses less
likely to be successful in
careers and relationships?
This has caused some to
discourage girly play and
encourage more genderne ut r a l a c t i v it ie s . But
Michelle
should we really push girls
Fantone
Fourth-year
away f rom princess and
political science
pinks and toward blues and
student
playing soccer?
A f ter reading t hese
questions and listening to the discussion,
I can’t help but wonder why we don’t
ask these questions of boys. I have never
heard a journalist, psychologist, politician
or parent say we shou ld encou rage
boys not to play with trucks and GI
Joes because the toys make them more
masculine and sexual. This is because
boys have a place in this society, a stable
identity. There isn’t a taboo with the
male sexy. They aren’t faced with messy
contradict ions t hat females endure.

These contradictions don’t end when you
leave childhood and enter your teenage
years. Numerous studies show women
face even more contradictions and double
standards upon entering the work force.
Women must be ambitious to succeed but
can’t be as aggressive as men. They must
be feminine but not sexy. And in today’s
societ y, housewives are criticized by
someone and working moms by someone
else.
We c ont i nue to rei n forc e t he s e
contradictions and double standards
when we create debates over frivolous
issues such as the types of toys little girls
should play with. It creates a standard
of insecurity about where females fit in
the world, a type of insecurity most men
don’t face. Instead, girls need the free
range of options that boys have without
the scrutiny. There is nothing wrong
with a girl playing with a Barbie doll. It
is simply a toy that girls relate to, just
like boys are able to relate to GI Joes and
monster trucks. Nor is there anything
wrong if boys play with Barbie.
The point is, we’re focused too much
on trivial issues. A princess should just be
a princess, and a soccer ball should just be
a soccer ball. The most important things
in a child’s life are not the toys. It’s the
attention given to them by their parents.
Parents should be more focused on
serving as good role models and talking
to their children.
This will affect how a child grows up
infinitely more. And let’s hope it stops the
unending contradictions little girls face.

Change desperately needed in higher education
Students should take more active
role in college environment
I was sent to college to “get smart.”
This is hilarious for multiple reasons.
Here I am, an undergraduate third-year student
attending an American college and studying
English and film. It’s too bad this translates in
the socioeconomic world to mean I may as well
be hurling thousands of dollars into a big black
hole in the center of the universe to be sucked
in, brutally demolished and lost for eternity — a
black hole that happens to demand interest.
W hen I f ind myself brooding over t he
miserable state of our education system, I wonder
why I am still willingly a part of it. At this point
I feel as though I have the option to withdraw
myself from such a ludicrous system, yet I do not.
Why? Well, in my case it is because the idea of
a higher education from a reputable university
has been ingrained into the very fiber of my life
from an incredibly early age, and at this point,
I’m praying my B.A. will matter to someone

potentially willing to pay me. But let’s not forget
what Dave Matthews sings: “Hoping to God on
high is like clinging to straws while drowning.”
I am a progressive thinker, and it’s like the
American education balloon just
got popped by the obnoxious kid at
the birthday party — it’s limp, low,
sad and ripped apart by outdated
regulation. Something needs to
change, and it needs to happen
before we single-handedly destroy
our own nation with stupidity.
Emily
According to t he Nat ional
Shipp
Center for Education Statistics,
Third-year
English student
one in six children is enrolled in
a high-poverty school. America is
falling behind not only in math
and science but in reading. To put our backward
system into perspective, the Harlem Children’s
Zone, a vanguard initiative created by Geoffrey
Canada to educate children in impoverished
Harlem, spends approximately $5,000 on each
child per year. Sounds like a lot until we realize
the dirty truth. According to the National

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. E-mail gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

Institute of Corrections, the taxpayers of New
York were shoveling out $55,670 per prisoner per
year as of 2008. The numbers have only risen.
Not only do college students have to wonder
how to get jobs with the unemployment rate at a
staggering 9 percent, but we have to wonder what
kind of an education we’ve been getting in the
first place. Smart people who should be receiving
monetary benefits for sharing invaluable tutelage
aren’t becoming teachers because there is no way
to get paid based on performance. Unions are too
strong, regulation too concrete and there is no
true concern about the reality, which is this: The
future of this country and the world lies in the
hands of the children.
This is a call to action. It’s time to fight for
your right to learn. Question your classroom.
Question your loans. Question your erudition.
We can’t pretend a college degree is enough
anymore — the fabric of our system is torn, and
we are the only ones who can fight for the federal
regulation to sew it back together. Get informed.
“Get smart.”

H a k e e m Je f f e r s o n
pen ned h is opi n ion
Monday t hat st r icter
gun laws are necessary
to reduce acts of violence
sim ilar to t hose in
Arizona.
While I appreciate his
opinion and agree with
the notion that we need
to restrict the damage
t h at me n l i k e Ja r e d
Loughner do with the
weapons they possess,
prohibition simply isn’t
the answer.
Loughner, t he man
behind t he shoot ings
in Tucson, couldn’t get
into the military because
of his drug use and had
repeated run-ins with
police at his community
college due to his bizarre
mental behavior. There
are files and records that
ref lect this. However,
t he ment a l b eh av ior
exhibited by Loughner
was not considered in his
application for a firearm.
Banning or otherwise
r e s t r ic t i n g f i r e a r m s
to the public is not the
solution. In the age of
information, someone’s
he a lt h , e m plo y me nt
a nd ot her personal
information are a click
away. Currently, many
states have gun laws that
take a patient’s mental
history into consideration
in a firearms application.
Policy makers need to
use this and establish
c r iter ia to judge if
someone is in a clear
mental state rather than
simply restrict access
to firearms. Naturally,
there was some record
of Loughner’s instability,
and establishing a
dat abase to ha ndle
this information could
potentially save a few
lives, as currently there
i s n ’t a t r a n s p a r e n t
method to assess mental
a p t it u d e i n f i r e a r m
applications.
For t hose who a re
judged able to c a r r y
a firearm, I believe in
almost unlimited access
and display of their guns.
Criminals will possess
weapons regardless of
legal stat us, and they
will continue to carry
out acts similar to the
one in Arizona. In those
situations, the bystanders
who hid — and some who
were injured — would
have had the opportunity
to i ncapac it ate t he
shooter instead of
succumb to his will.
A qu a l i f ie d publ ic
should have the
opportunity to defend
itself when authorities are
not present.
— Robert Sinners
USC graduate student
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“I think there’s something strangely
musical about noise.”
— Trent Reznor
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‘Skins’ pushes envelope
American-adapted series
catches heat for content,
fails to live up to original
Tyler Simpson

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Skins”

F

Network: MTV
Starring: Sofia Black-D’Elia,
Daniel Flaherty, James
Newman
Airs: Mondays at 10 p.m.
Courtesy of AP Exchange
Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Cannon’s stand-up
routine fills ballroom
Comedian jokes about
celebs, attractive wife
Chloe Gould & Travis Broussard
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Comed ia n, rapper a nd T V
personality Nick Cannon performed
a stand-up comedy act for a packed
650-student Russell House Ballroom
Monday night.
K nown best for his work with
Nickelodeon, “Drumline” (2002)
and his role as host of “America’s
Got Talent,” the comedian kept the
audience laughing with his bits about
the Gamecocks, his wife Mariah
Ca rey a nd a whole slew of h is
celebrity pals.
Cannon’s opening act, Pastor
Case, revved up the crowd with an
onstage dance to some good gospel
“church” music and a 10-minute bit
filled with jabs at the southern girl’s
physique, Waff le House and Kim
Kardashian’s backside.
Looking dapper in a white buttondown shirt and a black tuxedo suit,
Cannon received a warm welcome
from the crowd.
In his self-introduction, Cannon
g u shed, “ You m ight have seen
him in the background of pictures
of M a r ia h Ca re y, hold i ng her
umbrella.”
He went on to swoon over his pop
star wife, earning “oohs” and “awws”
of adoration from the audience,
setting out to answer the question,
“How in the hell did you get Mariah
Carey?”

He quickly answered with, “I don’t
know. My life turned out like a really
good game of MASH.”
Cannon name-dropped through
his jokes, ragging on Tyra Banks
and “A merica’s Top Forehead,”
Rosie O’Donnell and Kanye West,
reenacting the infamous Taylor
Swift MTV Video Music Awards
run-in.
The on-screen star also brought
up his childhood, mentioning “hood
habit s,” wh ich were a resu lt of
growing up in a rough neighborhood
with a frugal mother and “gangsta”
family.
The recent rivalry between rapper
Eminem and Cannon was also a
major point of t he act. Cannon
me nt io ne d how h i s “g a n g s t a”
grandfather disapproved of the way
the incident was handled, preferring
a more direct approach involving
going to Eminem’s home nude and
showing “just why [he] was named
Cannon.”
A USC student in the front row
became a running joke early into the
act, pointed out as the sole boy in a
sea of girls. The student’s sunglasses
and plaid sweater drew Cannon to
use him as an example of a typical
white person.
Cannon put on a solid and wellreceived show, bringing his act to a
close with a push to end racism at
USC and in South Carolina.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

MTV has a reputation of
airing shows that deal with
teen extremes.
With an A merican
adaptat ion of “Sk ins,” t he
network has achieved another
extreme: serving up the worst
teen show on television.
It’s not like MTV doesn’t
already have plenty of crappy
show s on a i r. O r, m aybe
M T V is so desperate for
attention that it decided to
broadcast a show with sex and
drug-crazed teenagers. Well,
it just might have gotten the
attention it were looking for,
with reports of the network
breaking child pornography
laws.
For those who don’t know,
“Skins” started as somewhat
of a n ex per i ment a l show
created by fat her and son
telev ision w r iter s, Br ya n
Elsley and Jamie Brittain.
The Brit ish show was
bolstered by young writers
about the same age as the
inexperienced teenagers who
act in the show. Since the
fi rst season, the show gained
con sider able cont rover s y
for scenes t ied to sex and
substance abuse. Now, the
show has been Americanized,
inadequately carried out and
filled with terrible acting,
embellished dialog ue and
lifeless characters.
T h e p r e m ie r e e p i s o d e
introduces one of the show’s
main characters Tony ( James
Newman), a cocky teenager
who promen ade s a rou nd
manipulating situations. In
others words, he is the kind
w ho u n r e a l i s t ic a l l y g e t s
away w it h way too much.
He focuses on helping his

Rachel Thevenard portrays Michelle (left) and Camille
Cresencia-Mills portrays Daisy in adolescent drama, “Skins.”
luck less, stoned f riend
Stanley ( Daniel Flahert y)
lose his v irginit y. Stanley
secret ly has a cr ush on
t he mela ncholy M ichel le
(Rachel Thevenard), Tony’s
girlfriend. Unfort unately,
Tony offers up the troubled,
drug-abusing Cadie (Britne
Oldford) , who has so little
self-respect that she is willing
to do anything.
T he or ig i na l Br it ish
ver s ion of “Sk i n s” h a s a
certain grit and charm that is
viewable, but it’s almost like
the show hit an iceberg while
traveling across the Atlantic.
Consider i ng A mer ica ns
are ver y st rait laced when
it come s to telev ision, it
probably would have been
better for the entire show to
sink along with the charm
and grit. While the original
comes off as comical and full
of likable talent, it looks more
like “Gossip Girl” on cocaine
here in America.
The script of the American
“Sk ins” is copied line-forline from the British version.
However, the dialogue only
pushes every scene further
over-the-top.
What’s even worse about
t h is show is t he poorly
written characters. Every girl
has the “I Love You, Beth
Cooper” (20 09) problem:
They act completely
promiscuous throughout the
entire show and are either
drunk or hopped up on pills
half of each episode. The
male characters behave as if
they are completely stoned

or drunk most of the time as
well. Also, the adults in this
show are moronic and show
very little control over their
kids. In fact, the adults are so
caricatured you’d think that
this was a live-action Charlie
Brown show.
I t ’s l i k e t h e r e s u l t o f
teens being left alone for a
weekend.
T h i s s ho w c o u ld h a v e
been less of a nightmare if
M T V had gone w it h t he
usual rout i ne of h ir i ng
experienced young actors to
play even younger characters.
The creators shou ld have
thought about all of those
classic American teen films
like “The Breakfast Club”
(1985) and “A merican Pie”
(1999), when teen stories were
presented more skillfully.
Creating an Americanized
version of “Sk i ns” was
a horrif ic idea before
MT V even picked up t he
suggest ion. Absolutely
horrible teen shows like this
m a ke me yea r n for Joh n
Hughes to rise from the dead.
“Sk ins” of f icially exceeds
shows like “The Secret Life
of the American Teenager”
and “Jersey Shore” at being
t he worst c u r rent ly on
television.
Despite all of this, the show
will disappointingly become
a hit based on what today’s
g e n e r at io n o f t e e n a g e r s
prefer to watch.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Audiences flock to diverse array of Oscar films
‘Social Network,’
‘True Grit’ grab
attention, sales
Jimmy Gilmore

JGILMORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Usua l ly, a n Ac ademy
Aw a rd nom i n at ion i s
great news for producers
– a nomination in a major
categor y usually means
more people will want to see
the film, even if just for the
sake of seeing each year’s
nominees.
A nominat ion can
help e x pa nd t heat r ic a l
distribution and, in turn,
increase box office sales
considerably.
By the time you work
your way to t his art icle
today, this year’s batch of
Oscar nominations will have
already been unfurled (the
full announcement comes
at 8:30 a.m.), but this year’s
l i kely contender s h ave
already proven themselves
to be surprising box office
catches, perhaps marking
a ver y remark able sh if t
i n aud ience t a ste s a nd
preferences.
W hile t his year lack s
the considerable heft of an
“Avatar” (2009) or a “Lord
of the Rings” (2001) to draw
large numbers of viewers
to the show, other offbeat

fare has served remarkably
strong to date, with Oscar
nominations likely pushing
grosses even higher.
Facebook drama “The
Social Net work,” whose
dark tale of betrayal and
greed seemed far from a
sure thing before its wave
of accolades, has already
performed close to $100
million in theatrical box
office; it’s also the No. 1
selling DVD in the country.
But where “Social
Net work” may be doing
good business for a drama,
it almost pales next to the
runaway success of some of
its most likely competitors.
Wr it i n g /d i r e c t i n g /
producing team Joel and
Ethan Coen may already
have four Oscars to their
name, but none of their
f ilms had g rossed $10 0
million until they took on
the Western, a genre most
producers assume to be as
good as dead in terms of
generating solid business.
To date, “True Grit” has
earned $139 million in the
domestic box office, coming
in as the No. 5 earner on the
weekend.
Ballet t h riller “Black
S w a n ,” w h o s e m i x o f
psychological horror and
artsy style certainly seemed
the kind of film to make

modest grosses despite its
critical acclaim, has already
earned $83.6 million and
seems likely to cross the
$100-million mark before
the Oscar ceremony is said
and done.
The same holds true for
“The King’s Speech” and
“The Fighter,” two films
whose built-in appeal for
historical drama and boxing
fans, respectively, would
have certainly earned them
enough to recoup expenses
a n d g e n e r at e s o l id , i f
minor, grosses up until the
Academy Awards. Instead,
both films have shot out
of the gate, with “Speech”
ending up the No. 4 earner
on t he weekend, tak ing
its gross to $58.6 million
e ven b efore t he O s c a r
nom i nat ions. Likew ise,
“The Fighter” has crossed
demographics and brought
in incredibly solid returns to
net $73 million thus far.
While this may not seem
like runaway blockbuster
success, these films are not
designed or marketed to be
huge money earners. Their
continual success is almost
remarkable.
This could be one of the
most lucrative Oscar races
of the past several years.
With big blockbusters like
“Inception” and “Toy Story

Dan Steinberg / The Associated Press

The cast and crew of Oscar-nominated “The Social Network” pose together backstage
after winning best picture at the 16th Annual Critics’ Choice Movie Awards on Jan. 14.
3” potentially in play for
many awards, there could be
at least six films with grosses
near or greater than $100
million competing for top
prizes.
Fo r m o s t p e o p l e ’s
p e r c e p t i o n s o f O s c a r,
that’s unheard of. Most of
the time, the Oscar race
conjures images of small
dramas like “Million Dollar
Baby” (2004) or “Slumdog
Millionaire” (2008) that end
up being big grossers but do
so by making most of their
money in the six to eight
weeks between the Golden
Globes and t he Oscars,
when interest is at a peak.
A nd w h i le t he mor e
studio-backed “The Social

N e t w o r k ” a n d “ Tr u e
Grit” may have done well
regardless of awards hype,
it’s rather astonishing to
see something like “Black
Swa n” dom i n at i ng t he
box office while collecting
statues.
Take note, Hollywood.

This could be an Oscar
s e a s on t h at f avor s t he
atypical.
That’s Entertainment.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
mix
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Spurned ● By Jarad Greene

The Scene

USC

“SEALED FOR FRESHNESS: A
TUPPERWARE PARTY GONE
AWRY”
8 p.m., $14 students / $20
general
Workshop Theatre,
1136 Bull St.

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=

ARIES Today’s a good
day for writing a poem,
painting a picture or doing
somet h i ng a r t ist ic for
a loved one. Mend some
bridges with creativity.
TAURUS Someone’s

emot ional outburst has
c ol le a g ue s ret h i n k i n g
t heir posit ions. Take it
a l l i n st r ide. C reat ive
results come from an open
attitude.

GEMINI Lean on
another person to create
balance. Ot hers are
willing to help and provide
creative input with ease.
Rest and regroup for later
stability.
CANCER A stranger
enters t he pic t u re a nd
prompts you to shift your
reasoning. Don’t reinvent
the wheel. Just alter course
a lit t le. Listen to you r
heart.

LEO The people you
love are poised to take a
giant step forward. This
could involve t ravel or
higher education. Work
out de t a i l s a nd e n l i s t
p o w e r f u l h e l p . Aw a i t
developments.
VIRGO Stability at

home and work is possible
if you div ide attent ion.
Ot hers may have some
emot ion today. Remain
calm and compassionate.
Be there for them.

LIBR A

Unusua l
oppor t u n it ies develop.
Examine them carefully,
and take time to determine
their true potential. Keep
in communication, and let
it unfold.

SCORPIO You think
you have it all gathered
toget her, but somehow
pieces get lost. Create a
backup plan or be sure you
have extra ingredients.

TODAY

RUNAWAY RUNWAY
COMMUNITY GALLERY OPENING
6 p.m., free
Columbia Museum of
Art, 1515 Main St.

SAGIT TA RIUS

Each time you review a
plan, you discover more
creative options. Tweak
the logic. Wherever you
feel tension, look there for
inspiration. Success!

TOMORROW
JURASSIC HEAT, BRIGHTFORD
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8
under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

C A PR ICOR N
Inspire a social gathering
w it h myst ical fantasies
and stories. Add humor
to the conclusion. This
play f u l ne s s a l low s for
warmth and laughter

AQUA R IUS You
and a friend seem to be
operat i ng i n pa ra l lel
universes. One of you is a
practical dynamo, and the
other a creative whirlwind.
Blend for success.
PISCES Focus energy
in the small time you have
for business. Press forward
on all sides, alternating
if t here’s a ny ten sion.
Keep everything moving
simultaneously.

“JACK GOES BOATING”
6 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50 students / $7.50
general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

CALENDAR
WHAT: Muslim Students
Association hot chocolate fundraiser
WHEN: 8 a.m.
WHERE: Greene Street
WHAT: Magellan Scholar
Application workshop
WHEN: 4 p.m.
WHERE: Russell House
303
WHAT: Kappa Upsilon
Chi rush meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 303

PICTURE OF THE DAY

SADPLANT W/ JOSH HAMMOND
9 p.m., $5
The House,
2020 Devine St.

Crossword

WHAT: Carolina Service
Council meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304

WHAT: G&B Summer
editorial assignment
meeting
WHEN: 7:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 304

WHAT: College Democrats meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305

WHAT: WUSC interest
meeting
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH 305

WHAT: The Daily Gamecock interest meeting
WHEN: 7 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

01/25/11

Brought to you by:

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Sydney Medlin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students wait in a long line outside of the Russell House Ballroom, where Nick
Cannon performed his comedy act Monday night. The Ballroom reached capacity.

01/25/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 01/24/11

ACROSS
1 *Hip-hopper who
married Beyoncé
(German)
5 Sturdy fabric
10 Delhi wrap
14 Movie apiarist
15 Like sandalwood
leaves
16 Green Zone site
17 Gets into
18 Brewers’ kilns
19 Things you saw
while out?
20 *Old stories
(English)
23 “Paris, je t’__”:2006
ﬁlm
24 Charged particle
25 Nashville awards gp.
28 *Inferred cosmic
substance (Russian)
33 Mythological ride
35 Derisive cry
36 Pivotal part
38 Bug, perhaps
39 Hottie
40 Easternmost state
41 “Don’t touch that __!”
42 Body art, in slang
43 High-speed raptor
44 *Séance device
(French)
47 Former World No. 1
tennis player Ivanovic
48 With 6-Down,one in
fear of an audit
49 “Dagnabit!”
51 *Fatal problem in
Genesis (Spanish)
58 Colombia neighbor
59 Funnel-shaped
60 Architect Mies van der
__
61 Animal shelter
62 Gather
63 Intuited
64 About
65 Greet respectfully
66 Parliamentary votes, or
what appears at the
starts of the answers to
starred clues
DOWN
1 Kids’ author Blume
2 Succulent plant

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

Solution 01/24/11

3 Dieters may
ﬁght them
4 Keebler
cracker
5 Pushover
6 See
48-Across
7 Org. with
rovers
8 __-bitty
9 Handel
bars?
10 ’20s
White House
nickname
11 ... ducks in __
12 Poverty, in metaphor
13 Brightness nos.
21 Down source
22 “Kidding!”
25 Included in the e-mail
chain
26 Video game plumber
27 Pianist Claudio
29 Honshu city
30 Top limit
31 Actress Durance who
plays Lois on “Smallville”
32 Bad sentence
34 Former Kremlin
policymaker
37 TV princess
39 Terrif
40 Former sketch

comedy that used Don
Martin cartoons
42 Hailed ride
43 “I wish ‘twere
otherwise”
45 Airline to 29-Down
46 Slap the cuffs on
50 Like a biting remark, in
British slang
51 Burn slightly
52 Novelist Murdoch
53 Pitcher Hideo
54 Chew
55 Unaccompanied
56 Flightless bird
57 Trees used to
make longbows
58 Abbas’s gp.
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Chip Cox
Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Freshman

Cox off to strong start
Freshman shows
promise earl
early in season

2010-11 Singles:
Currently
undefeated

Tyler Nichols / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Paulina Berk
Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
PBERKOVICH@DAILYG

It didn’t take long for freshman
C h ip C ox t o bu r s t o nt o S out h
Carolina’s tennis scene.
Carolin
In his first
d a y of c ol le g e
compet it ion,
the Myrtle
Beach nat ive
won both singles
w
matches he played,
ma
one of them in very dramatic
fashion.
A f ter easily defeat ing
Wof ford’s Pau l Ba r t holomy
6-1, 6-2 in the morning, Cox
completed a n improbable
comeback against Elon’s Alberto
Rojas.
was just
“[Coach Josh Goffi]
G
telling me, ‘You’re
‘You’r going to win
he said. “I got
the match,’” h
5-0 [in the second
down 5and I don’t think
set], an

anyone thought I was going to win it
then, not even me. But I just squeaked
out a close game and then fought
every game. That’s just the approach
you have to take, I guess, to get back
into it.”
Cox began playing tennis when he
was four years old under the guidance
of his father.
“I really got into it because my dad
had always played with his friend, so
my sister and I started playing when
we were young,” he said. “My dad
took us out there pretty much every
day, and just hit balls for two hours.
I started playing tournaments when I
was ten and got good enough to go to
college, and now I’m here.”
The choice to come to USC was an
easy one for Cox, who is a chemistry
major. The decision to begin this
spring rather than in Aug ust has
eased his transition to the university.
“It was one of my top schools to
go to academically, so to come here
and play tennis is just an amazing
plus,” he said. “The coaches started
talking to me over the summer, and
[assistant coach Matt Lucas] came out

there and watched all my matches at
Kalamazoo, our national tournament.
From there, I just fell in love with the
place. My dad went here too, so – my
family goes here, and it’s just a great
school.
“It’s been really good for me to ease
into it in the spring. I was planning
on redshirting, actually, but I just
decided to go out there and play,
and try it. If I’m playing top six for
the team, I definitely want to play
singles.”
In spite of his early success, Cox’s
goals for the season are centered
around the team rather than around
any individual benchmark.
“The rest of the season I just want
to try my hardest and practice hard
every day, go out there and try to win
every match that I play,” Cox said.
“Since I’ll be playing fourth or sixth
for the season, I’ll have a good chance
to do well. Hopefully as a team we can
make it into the [NCAA] tournament,
but we’ll see what happens.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Gamecocks travel
to face Furman
USC looks to stay undefeated
in matchup with Paladins
Matt Stamey / The Gainesville Sun

Paulina Berkovich

Men’s Basketball

Mary Ann Chastain / The Associated Press

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The USC women’s tennis team plays its first away
match of the year today against Furman, which it defeated
6-1 to open last year’s spring season.
The Gamecocks won their first match of 2011 in
commanding fashion, defeating South Carolina State 6-1
on Saturday. The Bulldogs brought only five players to
the contest, forfeiting the third doubles and sixth singles
matches. USC built on its automatic lead with dominating
performances in singles and doubles.
“We’re always excited to get that first one out of the
way,” coach Arlo Elkins said prior to the matchup. “What
makes this one even a little bit more exciting for us is that
Susie Mansour, who graduated a couple of years ago, is [an
assistant] coach of the South Carolina State team. We’re
looking forward to seeing her as well.”
Carolina was plagued by a variety of injuries during its
fall season, but all the players are ready to compete for the
six available spots in singles and doubles.
“All the girls are healthy now,” Elkins said. “They’re all
equal, so that’s a good problem for us. Everyone’s going to
deserve to be in the lineup, so we’re going to have a tough
decision.”
Last year’s Gamecocks advanced to the semifinals of
the SEC Tournament and the second round of the NCAA
tournament. Two freshmen, Dominika Kanakova and
Katerina Popova, should boost an already strong roster as
the team strives to improve upon last year’s success.
“Right now we have three players in the national
rankings,” Elkins said. “It’s nice to have that many players.
So that’s one goal – to keep at least three players in the
national rankings.
“We always start out with the goal of being ranked top
20 in the nation [as a team] and finishing in the top four
in the SEC. That’s still going to remain our goal this year
to start off with. Hopefully we’ll be able to even move up
a little from that.”
Junior Anya Morgina is currently ranked No. 37 in the
nation, while junior Dijana Stojic is ranked No. 93. As a
team, USC is currently No. 21.
Kanakova and Stojic recorded their first singles victories
of the spring season against South Carolina State, and
together they formed the first doubles team that beat
the Bulldogs’ Akilah James and Daria Sekerina. It was
Kanakova’s first collegiate match.
“I think [Kanakova] was a little nervous,” Elkins said.
“That’s why we try to get some of these early matches in
and get the nerves out … I’m sure she’ll be tough. She’s
tough for sure in the doubles lineup.”
Popova and Morgina won their match as the second
doubles team, but Popova did not compete in singles, and
Morgina lost to Sekerina.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

1. Florida (Up 2)
Just over a week after falling to
Carolina at home, Florida (15-4,
4-1) finds itself atop the SEC East
standings thanks to a two-game win
streak and losses around the rest of
the division. With a difficult stretch
ahead, however, this week will say a
lot about the Gators’ title chances.
Fresh off wins over lightweights
Auburn and Arkansas, Florida faces
road trips to Georgia and Mississippi
State – Ryan Velasquez

5. Tennessee
(No Change)

The Volunteers were able to
overcome Georgia t hank s to a
buzzer beater from Brian Williams,
but t hey were overmatched by
Connecticut, marking their first
loss this season against a ranked
opponent and spoiling coach Bruce
Pearl’s temporar y ret urn. This
week’s matchups against LSU and
Ole Miss should provide easy wins
for Tennessee (12-7, 2-2). – PB

9. Miss State (Up 1)

Things continue to look uncertain
in Starkville as Mississippi State (108, 2-2) comes into a difficult week
fresh off a 22-point thumping at the
hands of Georgia. Considered by
some to be a title contender in 2011,
the Bulldogs need at least one victory
over their two-game home stand to
stay in the hunt in the SEC West.
With the matchups against Vanderbilt
and Florida, however, that could be a
lot to ask. – RV

2. Georgia (Down 1)

6. USC (Down 2)

10. Ole Miss (Up 1)

Despite close losses to Vanderbilt
and Tennessee, the Bulldogs remain
nea r t he top of t he st a nd i ng s,
mostly due to help from the rest
of the conference. With no team
demonstrating consistent success at
this point, if Georgia (14-4, 3-2) can
put together a streak, it could cement
itself as the top SEC team, especially
with Florida and Kentucky next.
– Isabelle Khurshudyan

Though South Carolina (12-6,
3-2) couldn’t recreate its upset over
Kentucky this year, it still has wins
over some of the better teams in
the SEC, including Florida and
Vanderbilt. With upcoming games
against Auburn, LSU and Vandy, the
Gamecocks should have a winning
streak before facing Florida again at
home. – IK

With only one victory in SEC
play, things are not expected to turn
around for the Rebels with Tennessee,
Kentucky and Arkansas next on the
schedule. Luckily for Ole Miss (13-7,
1-4), one never knows when things
could change in SEC basketball, so
it’s possible they could upset at least
one of those teams to give themselves
a boost in the rankings. – IK

7. Vanderbilt

11. LSU (Down 3)

(No Change)

After starting SEC play with two
wins, the Tigers have proceeded
to drop two in a row to Kentucky
and Ole Miss by 38 and 27 points,
respectively. This week’s road swing
to Tennessee and Alabama won’t be
easy. LSU (10-9, 2-2) has shown some
pluck, but it should probably get used
to being at No. 11 for the rest of the
year. – JK

3. Kentucky (Down 1)
Kentucky (15-4, 3-2) drops in the
rankings this week despite knocking
off South Carolina on Saturday. Their
comeback rally against Alabama last
week barely fell short, but coach John
Calipari said his team was “muscled
and manhandled” in the loss. With
an upcoming showdown against
Georgia, the Wildcats have a chance
to prove they belong at the top of the
SEC East. – Paulina Berkovich

4. Alabama (Up 5)
The Crimson Tide (12-7, 4-1) can
f lat-out play defense. That’s why
it currently sits squarely atop the
Western Division. And, with home
games this week against LSU and
Mississippi State, Anthony Grant’s
squad can put some real distance
between itself and the rest of the
division. – James Kratch

The Commodores improved to
3-1 against ranked opponents this
season with a dominating win over
Saint Mary’s. Vanderbilt (14-4, 2-2)
will have a chance to improve its
road record at Mississippi State this
week before returning home for a
matchup with Arkansas. – PB

8. Arkansas (Down 2) 12. Auburn (No Change)
Coming off back-to-back road
lo s se s to Sout h Ca rol i na a nd
Florida, the Razorbacks seem to
have been thrown a bit of a life
preserver in lowly Auburn tonight.
The Hogs (12-6, 2-3) better take
care of business against AU, though.
Their next two are against Vandy
and Georgia. Trips to Alabama and
Kentucky await down the road as
well. – JK

It really can’t get much worse
for t he Tigers. Two weeks into
conference play, Auburn (7-12, 0-5)
is still desperate for its first SEC
win, and with a pair of road games at
Arkansas and South Carolina next on
the schedule, hopes for that are pretty
slim. It’s safe to say Tiger fans will
stick to Cam Newton highlight reels
as their basketball season continues to
plummet. – RV

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print classified ads.

New & Improved!

Line Classified Ad Rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day prior
to publication

Major credit cards

Additional Info

accepted

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

Additional Options
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

FREE ONLINE ADS!!! Available only to USC students, staff & faculty. Just use your sc.edu email address.
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

Apt for subl. c.beech 3BD/3 1/2 BA
$469/mo call 8038043266

Pawn shop seeking PT sale
associates must be honest, hard
working, well groomed & able to lift
heavy objects. Will work around your
school schedule. Please call Jon at
256-1888. Peoples Pawn Shop Inc.
1324 Assembly St.
Downtown Columbia

1BR Apt LR Dining Room + w/d by
USC $550. Call 546-1290

EMPLOYMENT
WGC is now hiring gymnastics
and tumbling instructors for its new
Sumter YMCA location. Hours are
flexible, and we offer a great hourly
rate. Will train the right candidates
as needed. Must love working
with kids, be dependable and
have transportation. Please email:
watereegymnastics@yahoo.com for
more info and to apply.
www.watereegymnastics.com

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253

Now Hiring!
25-30 Immediate Openings with
flexible schedules On-Campus!
Make $8.25 per Hour!! Build your
resume, earn bonuses & show your
Gamecock Pride!!
Apply online: Sc.Edu/CarolinaCallers
click “Join Our Team!”
Questions? E-mail Jake at
James.Strang@ruffalocody.com
or call 777-4705

B.Y.O.B.
(Bring Your Own Bike)

525

Only $
per bedroom
Add style. Not a commute.
1000 Whaley Street
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments
walk or ride your bike to campus
community wi-fi
gated, covered parking
private study/meeting rooms
furnished units available
clubroom
5 themed courtyards

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

pet friendly
on-site fitness center
24-hour computer lab
2 resort-style pools
putting green courtyard
outdoor fireplace
Internet, water, sewer
and trash included

Columbia, SC 29201
803.400.1570

www.iaspyre.com

